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PatriciaCh: we will do introductions in a few minutes  
 
BJB2: Susan, you're in the right room if you're here for Math Transformers  
 
BJB2: this is your first discussion in Tapped In, Susan?  
 
SusanCC: Yes This is my 1st. I entered a different one but it was the wrong one  
 
PatriciaCh: you can jump into the discussion any time you want ... so just listen  
 
PatriciaCh: I do a lot of listening  
 
BJB2 smiles. Watch out for those 'listeners' Susan!  
 
SusanCC: oops  
 
PatriciaCh: or  lurkers  
 
BJB2: since you're new to tapped In, Susan, a suggestion for you...  
 
PatriciaCh: let me start... I teach middle school math in Florida  
 
BJB2: go to the Actions menu in the top right and select detach  
 
BJB2: that will make your chat window larger and easier to read  
 
BJB2: and then please introduce yourself  
 
BJB2: I teach communication in Pennsylvania and am always interested in how to use 
literature across the curriculum  
 
SusanCC: I teach in NYC, but I am taking a Technology course now.  
 
PatriciaCh: what do you teach?  
 
SusanCC: I am in elementary ed, but previously I taught 6th grade SS  
 
PatriciaCh: what grade level?  



 
SusanCC: I left private school, currently I am subbing in NYC dept of Ed grades 1-5  
 
PatriciaCh: in Florida ...6th grade is part of middle school ...even though it is an 
elementary grade .... I have to ask ..  
 
PatriciaCh: do you have any specific questions?  
 
SusanCC: Same in NYC 6, 7, 8 is intermediate, but the license is for 1-6  
 
SusanCC: I love Math, but I think I confuse some of the students when I work with them  
 
PatriciaCh: in Florida it is K -6, 6-9 or 6 -12  
 
PatriciaCh: what specifically...  
 
BJB2 wonders if literature might help both Susan and her students  
 
SusanCC: 3rd grade Simplest form-fractions They did not get it, but then I drew 2 pizzas 
with 4 and 8 slices.  I think they got it then  
 
SusanCC: I love connecting literature to Math and Soc Studies  
 
PatriciaCh: you mean equivalent fractions?  
 
SusanCC: Yes. but their  work was writing fractions in simplest form and they struggled 
with this  
 
PatriciaCh: showing the students using ...pizza ... or any shapes is a great idea ..  
 
SusanCC: ok  
 
PatriciaCh: I have not read this book ...but it is on the list  
 
PatriciaCh: Khalsa, Dayal Kaur  
 
PatriciaCh: fractions  
 
PatriciaCh: if you look under files ... I have two word documents .... it contains list of 
books you can use ..  
 
PatriciaCh: one list breaks down into categories  
 
SusanCC: Thanks  
 
PatriciaCh: another idea is use ... coffee filters… fold into quarters ... and then eighths ..  



 
PatriciaCh: show the students how 2/8 is 1/4 ... if you can get it down to 1/16 ...even 
better  
 
PatriciaCh: I like to read the book to the kids ... before starting a new concept ....  
 
SusanCC: Up to what grade to you connect literature to Math?  
 
PatriciaCh: You can connect up to high school and beyond ...  
 
PatriciaCh: Cindy Neuschwander .... this author has a lot of great books... geometry 
based  
 
PatriciaCh: the kids like to read to .... they protest ... but they love it  
 
SusanCC: hmmm sounds familiar  
 
PatriciaCh: if you open the middle school doc ... which I borrow off the net .... it 
describes the book and the connection  
 
PatriciaCh: all of this takes time ... which is a factor ... especially with testing around the 
corner  
 
BJB2: were you able to find and open the documents, Susan?  
 
SusanCC: Remember I am new at this and my brain is still in the 70's.  I'm working on it  
 
PatriciaCh: take your time  
 
PatriciaCh: print it out or save it on your computer  
 
BJB2: if you've detached your chat, the information is on the web window which is 
probably behind your chat  
 
SusanCC: Found it!!  Am I able to reach these files when the session is over?  
 
PatriciaCh: these files will be on until I change it for the next chat ...  
 
BJB2: yes. What I recommend you do, Susan is join this group...  
 
BJB2: then it will be easier for you to find this room again  
 
SusanCC: ok  
 
BJB2: on that web window above the featured items is a welcome note. Do you see that?  
 



SusanCC: yes  
 
BJB2: in that note is This is the group room for math transformers. There is a green i 
next to the group name  
 
BJB2: click on the green i and you will see the group ID page in that window  
 
BJB2: select join this group  
 
SusanCC: Ok I did it!  
 
BJB2: once you've joined, the group will be automatically added to your drop down 
menu in the top right of your screen  
 
BJB2 . o O ( door on the left of the menu and Go! button on the right )  
 
BJB2: selecting room view at the top of the web window will bring you back to the 
welcome screen ...then we'll turn the session back over to Pat!  
 
BJB2: I love the Math Curse, Pat!  
 
BJB2 . o O ( I think any age can relate to that book )  
 
PatriciaCh: I like to read the story to the kids first  one day ... and this is a good time to 
go over the vocab ... then I teach the concept ... if all possible ... do a project for a final 
assessment  
 
PatriciaCh: this takes a few days ... you are teaching in a different way ... not following 
the text book  
 
PatriciaCh: as for Math Curse .... the kids love the book ... there is a companion to this 
book ... Science Curse  
 
BJB2 nods. The author is very good...as is the illustrator  
 
PatriciaCh: math curse is a year end project ... I have the kids write their own version of 
math curse ....  
 
BJB2: oh, lovely!  
 
PatriciaCh: they have to do the dedications .... illustrations etc...  
 
PatriciaCh: another good book to instill how important measurement is ..."How big is a 
foot".... the younger crowd definitely likes this best  
 
BJB2: cool. I'm not familiar with that book  



 
PatriciaCh: it tells the story how a foot was created .... it parallels the tale that the foot is 
really length of a king's foot ... it is listed in the literature connections doc.  
 
BJB2: http://www.amazon.com/How-Big-Foot-Rolf-
Myller/dp/0440404959/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1202863049&sr=1-1  
 
BJB2 . o O ( links to Amazon )  
 
BJB2: you can buy books like that used for a dollar or two...really cheap  
 
PatriciaCh: the math curse - sample activity  was take off line .... but as a middle school 
teacher ... I like the kids to write their own version ,,, it takes 2 - 3 weeks  
 
SusanCC: One Hundred Hungry Ants is one for intro to grouping for multiplication.  
 
PatriciaCh: yes ... that is a good one for the younger crowd  
 
PatriciaCh: isn't shipping very expensive?  
 
BJB2: nah...usually 3 dollars...  
 
SusanCC: I use Amazon when they offer free shipping ( and no tax)  
 
BJB2: I figure if the price and shipping are less than the book new, I come out ahead  
 
PatriciaCh: I must be looking at the wrong time ... I have been discouraged by the 
shipping cost  
 
PatriciaCh: I saw some 99 cents books ... but when I factored the shipping and handling 
... a new book was almost cheaper  
 
BJB2 nods...just depends on the books.  
 
PatriciaCh: you can also have the kids read .... if you have a few extra copies ...make it 
like a play  
 
SusanCC: Our libraries have a yearly sale great bargains if u can find what you need  
 
PatriciaCh: make a wish list ...  
 
BJB2: cool idea about the play...a readers theater  
 
PatriciaCh: the kids like to put shows and plays  
 
PatriciaCh: The first author I mentioned ... it is a definite go ... she has multiple roles  



 
SusanCC: any book ideas to intro graphs? bar, line, circle?  
 
PatriciaCh: Murphy, Stuart J.  
 
PatriciaCh: bar graph, money  
 
PatriciaCh: Lemonade for Sale (MathStart)  
 
SusanCC: thanks  
 
PatriciaCh: Tiger Math: Learning to Graph From a Baby Tiger  
 
PatriciaCh: graphing, collecting & analyzing data  Nagda, Ann Whitehead  
 
PatriciaCh: you can do activities to enhance their learning ... create  their own graphs ....  
 
SusanCC: I was looking at the literature list and I never realized there were so many 
choices.  Thanks for compiling it!  
 
PatriciaCh: don't let the suggested activities prevent you from using the book for 
something else ... that is how I get my inspirations ... out of the clear blue sky ...  
 
PatriciaCh: I find picture books are the best .... I go to the children's section ...pull books 
out ... look to see how I can use the book .... sometimes ... like the where is Waldo ... you 
can teach the kids quadrants .... which quadrant is Waldo hiding ...  
 
BJB2: great way to help the children develop spatial and number sense  
 
PatriciaCh: the kids love to learn in a different way  
 
SusanCC: I guess when you start to think of different ways to attract the students' 
attention, you have more ideas than you realize  
 
BJB2: we have a couple minutes left, Pat. Any ideas for the March session?  
 
PatriciaCh: yes .... it is pretty amazing ....  
 
BJB2 . o O ( any requests, Susan? )  
 
PatriciaCh: let's ask Susan ... do you any requests  
 
PatriciaCh: but BJ beat me to the question  
 
SusanCC: Right now, I'm the bystander!  
 



PatriciaCh: oh no ... you can have requests  
 
SusanCC: or spectator  
 
BJB2: The next Math Transformers discussion will be on March 11  
 
PatriciaCh: I touched on music, art,  
 
SusanCC: I enjoyed this. I think I'll be back!  
 
PatriciaCh: in the past ... as well as games ..  
 
SusanCC: oops back  
 
PatriciaCh: so any requests?  
 
SusanCC: video games for math  
 
PatriciaCh: what specifically?  
 
PatriciaCh: there is always the old stand by ... Math Rabbit  
 
BJB2: what about social studies and math?  
 
SusanCC: place value stumps many   I would like to find a different way to get their 
attention  
 
PatriciaCh: well ... we can explore place values ...  
 
SusanCC: I use the Great depression stock values compared to today  
 
BJB2: Pat, want to think about it and send me a title?  
 
PatriciaCh: I hate to say this ... but my students are troubled by the decimal place values  
 
BJB2: I need to head to the K-3 Resources discussion.  
 
PatriciaCh: yes ... I will do that  
 
SusanCC: goodnite  
 
PatriciaCh: good night  
 
BJB2 nods and waves goodnight. Thanks, Pat!  
 
PatriciaCh: talk to you later  



 
BJB2: and thanks for joining the discussion, Susan  
 
PatriciaCh: nice meeting you Susan  
 
SusanCC: Thanks for your help- both of you!  
 
 


