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KarenL: Hello everyone!  Thank you for coming and waiting!  
 
HelenKan: what exactly are the Coretta Scott awards  
 
KarenL: The Coretta Scott King awards are named after the wife of the late Martin 
Luther King, jr.  
 
HelenKan: oh  
 
KarenL: She loved children and books and an award was named after her in tribute to 
her love for children and books.  
 
KarenL: The award honors distinguished African American authors and illustrators that 
tell and illustrate the African American experience.  
 
HelenKan: that's great---are these books usually children books since you mentioned 
illustrators  
 
KarenL: I am on the CSK committee.  It is part of a round table, EMIERT, which is part 
of the American Library Association.  
 
KarenL: Yes, Helen.  These books cover elementary age through high school.  I'm more 
familiar with the elementary books.  
 
KarenL: Although some picture books, particularly the poetry ones, could effectively be 
used in high school.  
 
KarenL: Ooops, please forgive my manners! Let's introduce ourselves!  
 
SusanR : Sue from Ottawa, Ontario  
 
BJB2: I teach communication in Pennsylvania  
 
SusanR : and K to 3+ Great Resources facilitator here  
 
KarenL: I'm Karen, a library media specialist in Detroit, Michigan.  
 



KarenL: and the facilitator for this group.  
 
SusanR : I am an Occasional Teacher or sub; however I have been doing more skiing 
than subbing  
 
KarenL: Really?  Sue, we could use you in Detroit.  I know. . .it's across the border, and 
it is much harder work, but we need you!!!  
 
KarenL: Okay, let me get back to the CSK.  Unlike the Caldecott and Newbery, this 
award is relatively young, about 30+ years.  
 
SusanR thinks about it  
 
SusanR : Jeff has been subbing  
 
SusanR : too  
 
JeffC: yup  
 
KarenL: As a matter of fact, CSK is planning a big celebration this year. I think 35 
years.  
 
SusanR : I have had the chance to sub in a classroom with Smartboard.. a real treat  
 
KarenL: Jeff are you near Detroit?  
 
SusanR : a Smartboard  
 
KarenL: We could use you some men teachers!  
 
JeffC: well... if you consider Oregon near Michigan, then yes.  
 
KarenL laughs again.  Hmmm, not so much. . .  
 
HelenKan: he he  
 
SusanR : What is the daily rate for a sub in Detroit and Oregon  
 
JeffC: $145 in Oregon.  
 
KarenL: about $100+ dollars a day. . .  
 
HelenKan: not bad....  
 
SusanR : $180 here  
 



HelenKan: wow...such a difference  
 
KarenL: Back to CSK.  The awards are announced in January at the American Library 
Association Midwinter Meeting.  It is part of the Youth Media Awards, which is like the 
Academy awards of books.  
 
KarenL: At the annual conference of the library association, The authors and illustrators 
make speeches at a breakfast.  Truly an awesome event!  
 
JeffC: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/emiert/corettascottkingbookaward/abouttheawarda/cskabout.cfm  
 
KarenL: Thank you Jeff!  
 
JeffC: yw  
 
KarenL: Emiert stands for Ethnic and Multicultural Round Table.  I'm shortening the 
title, but it covers different ethnic books and materials.  
 
KarenL: On this website, you'll see the current awardees, plus the past 
awardees.  Unfortunately, some of the past award books are out of print.  
 
KarenL: In case you're interested, every year, the CSK Jury donates the books they have 
judged to deserving libraries.  I believe any library can apply for this collection.  
 
KarenL: The books you receive may or may not be "quality" books, but they are books 
about the African American experience.  
 
KarenL: I think they were out of print before the ebook phenomenon.  
 
KarenL: Is everyone still looking at the website?  
 
SusanR : looking at past winners  
 
KarenL: Now, I can talk about a few of the past winners.  One of my favorites, was 
Moses.  
 
KarenL: Beautifully told and illustrated.  Kadir Nelson is one good- looking man!  oops, 
I digress again!  
 
KarenL: I know folks may tire of reading/hearing the Harriet Tubman story, but he 
illustrates this story so well.  The author, adds a spiritual spin to the story, instead of just 
retelling.  She adds God's voice to the story and it just adds another dimension to Harriet's 
story.  
 
SusanR : I agree..good looking http://www.kadirnelson.com/Artist-Biography.html  



 
KarenL: Rosa, is another favorite.  Bryan Collier, a cute teddy bear (my humble 
opinion), uses collage to tell not only her story but the story of the Civil Rights 
movement.  
 
KarenL: Nikki Giovanni also adds another dimension to the story by including other 
people in the struggle.  
 
KarenL: The "halo" like effect that Bryan did around Rosa, is like an "icon" image.  
 
KarenL: Is everyone still looking at the site?  
 
KarenL: Hello?  
 
SusanR : I am actually looking up the authors as you speak  
 
KarenL: Oh, okay!  
 
KarenL: I met both Kadir and Bryan.  They shook my hand. . .I almost didn't wash it for 
a week!  
 
KarenL: I think authors and illustrators are celebrities  
 
SusanR agrees  
 
KarenL: I also met Frank Morrison.  He is so funny!!!  I sat next to him.  His book, 
Jazzy Miz Mozella, incorporates his artwork and his love for dance.  He dances as well as 
illustrates books.  
 
KarenL: He talked about Jazz Miz Mozella.  How her dance style is still current today, 
and the book shows that when she dances in front of the younger generation.  
 
KarenL: He also likes the classic jazz music and integrates that into the story, too.  
 
KarenL: Plus, the clothes and the style of dress. Don't see too much of that except when 
one goes to church.  
 
SusanR : quite expressive  
 
SusanR : I am looking at some of his posters  
 
KarenL: Yes, he is.  He was expressive at the dinner!!!  He was so funny!!! It was truly a 
joy!  
 
KarenL: He likes that exaggerated style.  Call it his signature. . .  
 



KarenL: Now, speaking of poetry.  You must read some of Nikki Grimes work.  Most of 
her books, except Dark Sun or Son, is written in poetry form.  
 
KarenL: Something about Bessie, Jazmine's notebook, the Danita books are great poetry. 
. .  
 
KarenL: well, in my opinion. . .  
 
KarenL: Ooh, one more good looking illustrator--E.B. Lewis!  Oh my goodness. . .  
 
KarenL: He uses watercolors and he likes to "play" if I can use that term, with his 
watercolor illustrations.  
 
KarenL: Christopher Myers is excellent as well.  He is the son of Walter Dean Myers, 
who is an awesome young adult author.  He writes quite a few male adolescent books, 
and has a pulse for the African American male adolescent.  
 
KarenL: Christopher's book, Black Cat and Harlem are pretty good poetry starters. . .  
 
KarenL: Hello?  
 
KarenL: Our session is almost over.  Were there any questions?  
 
KarenL: Anyone?  
 
SusanR : You have certainly opened my eyes to new book resources  
 
KarenL: Well, thank you Susan.  Check out Toni Morrison's book, Remember.  Another 
good poetry starter.  She writes a few words to some wonderful photographs on 
integration.  
 
KarenL: There are some discussion guides, 2006, and 2000.  If I can get the other years, 
perhaps I could put them in the LA file.  
 
JeffC: well... I was trying to find out if the Christopher Myers' book was available as an 
ebook... searched too fast!  
 
KarenL: I hope, I hope. . .  
 
KarenL: is it?  
 
JeffC: nope  
 
JeffC: bloody children's book publishers... destroying rain forests!  
 
KarenL: Jeff, you may have a hard time seeing these books as ebooks. . .  



 
KarenL: Children book publishers are an interesting group. . .  
 
JeffC: well... I was thinking that kids could view them online... much easier than trying 
to buy them for the classroom.  
 
KarenL: They have to work very hard to get children's books sold.  Children's books are 
a tough buy.  
 
JeffC nods  
 
KarenL: While I would think nothing of spending $20+ for a well-written, well-
illustrated 32 page book, others think very differently.  
 
JeffC: right... and for the classroom... almost impossible... especially if you wanted more 
than one.  
 
KarenL: And, if the African American children's books don't sell, well it is hard to get 
them in paperback. . .or reprinted.  
 
KarenL: True. . .because state tests are driving the curriculum and few teachers teach 
outside the "curriculum"-test.  
 
JeffC: right Karen... no point in teaching non-tested books in today's society! :rolls eyes:  
 
KarenL: Some of the CSK books certainly have relevancy not only for Black History 
month, but the whole school year.  
 
KarenL: Some themes are just plain universal-- friendship, parent-child relationships, 
history. . .I could go on.  
 
JeffC: black history was taken out of curriculum in several states because it wasn't part of 
mandated state tests.  
 
KarenL: Yes, this is true.  And, in our state, Social Studies isn't tested until the 6th 
grade.  So imagine how little Social Studies is taught in elementary.  
 
JeffC taught King's "Letter from a Jail Cell in Birmingham" today... trying to get the kids 
to think about what's important in life... maybe if I sub there again I'll suggest we march 
through the streets of Forest Grove demanding the abolition of NCLB 
 
KarenL: Then, bang!!!, the students are expected to know some social studies in 6th 
grade!  
 
JeffC: yup... that's why all 3rd graders should subscribe to Time.  
 



KarenL: That letter is an awesome letter!  I had more respect for MLK, Jr than that 
dream speech.  
 
JeffC: there should be a Time for kids.  
 
KarenL: Not saying the dream speech was less important, but that letter was very 
compelling, and he was very articulate.  
 
JeffC: yeah... I was teaching them a rhetorical analysis of it... since the assignment 
centered on "persuasive speech."  
 
KarenL: Yes, indeed.  Where is everyone else?  
 
KarenL: Susan, Helen, BJ?  
 
JeffC: I told them about ethos, logos, and pathos... one of the students asked where they 
should write it down... I told him "in your brain."  
 
KarenL: good answer!  
 
JeffC: yeah... got a laugh out of the class anyway.  
 
KarenL: I believe it.  
 
KarenL: Okay, I'm going to feed my stomach.  I managed to stay online and food free 
for an hour!  
 
JeffC: cool  
 
Ka 
 
KarenL: Bye, everyone!  
 
JeffC: bye Karen  
 
JeffC: thanks for a great session.  
 
SusanR : Thanks Karen..provocative discussion and great resources  
 
KarenL: Next month, I don't know.  BJ and I will discuss it. . .  
 
KarenL: You're welcome, Susan.  
 
SusanR : cheers  
 
KarenL: I'm going to change that book.  Although, The Snowy Day is very apropo for 



Michigan.  
 
KarenL: plus it is cold!!!!  
 
KarenL: I know, Susan, great skiing weather for you.  
 
SusanR : Yes, another day of skiing  
 
SusanR : Or perhaps I will be called to sub  
 
KarenL: I hope so.  The students are missing out on your great talent. . .  
 
SusanR : some great book resources ..thanks  
 
KarenL: The school district, too. . .  
 
KarenL: okay, I'm gone for real, now!  Bye everyone!  
 
 
[Ed. Note:  Many books online at The International Children's Digital Library  
http://www.childrenslibrary.org/ ] 


